
phonemic structure of our written 

language using a multi-sensory 

approach. The individual  

attention provided by Barton’s 

one-on-one tutoring approach 

allows each individual to learn at 

their own pace based on their 

own specific literacy needs.   

 

This service is being offered at a 

minimal cost to learners and  

subsidies are available for low-

income families. For more  

information or to register, 

please contact us via email at: 

admin@ldanb-taanb.ca or by 

telephone at (506) 459-7852. 

LDANB is proud to announce 

the successful launch of the 

Barton Reading and Spelling 

System in Fredericton which 

began on March 3, 2015. 

This one-on-one specialized 

tutoring service is being  

offered by trained and  

qualified tutors to children, 

teenagers and adults who 

struggle with reading due to a 

learning disability or reading 

difficulty. Students do not 

need a formal diagnosis to 

participate in the Barton  

program.  

Recognizing that people who 

struggle with reading learn 

best when multiple senses 

are involved, the Barton  

System teaches the  

On December 1, 2014, The  

Learning Disabilities Association 

of New Brunswick received a 

letter of support from the  

Literacy Coalition of New  

Brunswick for the Barton  

Reading and Spelling System 

along with a very generous 

$3,000 donation made possible 

through PGI Funding! 

LDANB would like to sincerely 

thank the Literacy Coalition of  

New Brunswick for their  

ongoing support of our mission 

to promote the understanding 

and acceptance of the ability of 

persons with disabilities to lead 

meaningful and successful 

lives.  

Their generous contribution  

will be used exclusively to  

provide subsidies  for low-

income families who could not  

 

 

 

   Barton Tutoring now available in Fredericton! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 Literacy Coalition`s Peter 

Gzowski Literacy Dinner is 

April 13, 2015. See page 7. 

 Disabilities Awareness 

Week in New Brunswick is 

from May 31-June 6, 2015. 

 June 2-3 Web Accessibility 

Workshop at UNB’s Wu  

Conference Centre. See 

page 3. 

 2015 Atlantic Symposium 

at the Wu Conference Cen-

tre on October 30, 2015,  

Learning Disabilities Association of New Brunswick 

Troubles d’apprentissage association du Nouveau Brunswick 

LDANB-TAANB 

Reflexions 

otherwise afford to participate 

in this very important literacy  

program.  
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Don’t miss the 2015 

Atlantic Symposium on 

Learning Disabilities, 

October 30, 2015 at the 

Wu Conference Centre. 

The theme this year will be: 

“Literacy, Learning 

Disabilities and Cognitive 

Strategies: Facilitating the 

Learning Process for All” 

 

André Deschênes 

Executive Director 

LDANB-TAANB 

Greetings from the Executive Director 
Spring is finally here and I couldn’t be happier. The only good thing with all the 

snow we had was that it made it easier to concentrate on work and get things 

done. In collaboration with the Learning disabilities Association of Canada 

(LDAC) and many other specialists in the field of Learning Disabilities, LDANB 

has just completed a year-long review and update of the Screening for Success 

(SFS) Instrument and Manual. The updated SFS Instrument is now available in 

both English and French and is currently being piloted throughout New  

Brunswick by Department of Post-secondary Education Training and Labour 

(DPETL) practitioners with final feedback expected by the end of May 2015. The 

final revised SFS Instrument will be available in the Fall of 2015 and LDANB 

has already begun booking and delivering 2-day training sessions on the  

revised Instrument. LDANB is also in talks with the Department of Education 

and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) to offer the same 2-day training to 

High School Student Services Specialists in select schools. Screening would 

then be done as necessary with Grade 11 or Grade 12 students at-risk for LDs 

before they leave the school environment. This is currently being proposed in 

order to minimize the many transition challenges faced by many students at-risk 

for LDs as they enter post-secondary institutions and request accommodations 

without yet having any formal diagnosis.      

The next step for LDANB is now to undertake the many challenges associated 

with the psychoeducational assessment of adults at-risk for Learning  

Disabilities. In collaboration with DPETL the goal now is to evaluate, validate 

and finally set a new provincial standard for all DPETL specific psychoeduca-

tional assessments of adults at risk for learning disabilities. In collaboration with 

DPETL, psychologists in private practice, post-secondary practitioners and the 

College of Psychologists of NB, LDANB will study, evaluate and establish 

DPETL mandated standards for all DPETL specific psychoeducational  

assessments of SLD including, format, content, diagnostic criteria, description of 

results, evaluation of career plans and the framework for a new more efficient 

service delivery model. All these currently present important challenges for 

DPETL as well as for clients at-risk for LDs.  

Onto another initiative LDANB has also just launched in Fredericton, a new  

subsidized specialized literacy service for school-aged children and adults alike 

who demonstrate low literacy levels due to reading difficulties or reading  

disabilities. The BARTON Reading and Spelling System will complement the 

successful LINKS Literacy Program already offered free of charge by LDANB to 

elementary students in Southern NB.    
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 One final but equally important point is the planning for the 2015 Atlantic Symposium on  

Learning Disabilities which will take place at the Wu Conference Center (UNB) on Friday,  

October 30. The 2015 edition of the LDANB Symposium on Learning Disabilities is proposed as 

a collaborative effort with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development. The 

theme for the upcoming event will be: "Literacy, Learning Disabilities and Cognitive Strategies: 

Facilitating the Learning Process for All". Once again, the number of participants will be limited 

to 150 with a number of seats already reserved for EECD and LDA 

specialists. On behalf of LDANB I welcome you to join us for a full 

day of learning and sharing. Please refer to our Website for more 

information. 

 

In closing, I wish you all a beautiful and sunny Spring season.  

Enjoy!   

 
André Deschênes,  

Executive Director, LDANB-TAANB 

Literacy,  

Learning  

Disabilities & 

Cognitive  

Strategies:  

Facilitating  

the Learning   

Process for All 

What is Web Accessibility? 
The web offers many opportunities to people with disabilities that are unavailable through any other medium. 
It offers independence and freedom. However, if a web site is not created with web accessibility in mind, it 
may exclude a segment of the population that stands to gain the most from the internet. Most people do not 
intend to exclude people with disabilities. As organizations and designers become aware of and implement 
accessibility, they will ensure that their content can be accessed by a broader population. 
 
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities recognizes access to information and  
communications technologies, including the Web, as a basic human right.” Further, they say, "Web  
accessibility encompasses all disabilities that affect access to the Web, including visual, auditory, physical, 
speech, cognitive, and neurological disabilities.” In recognition of this basic human right to equal access to 
information and communications technologies, the Government of Ontario has already adopted new legisla-
tion regarding web accessibility that requires any new websites or after any major updates to a website begin-
ning after Jan. 1, 2014 must conform to the World Wide Web Consortium Web Content Accessibility  
Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, Level A. The guidelines cover things like writing web content in clear language, 
providing alternate text for images and making sure someone can navigate your website with just a keyboard.  
Each of the major categories of disabilities (visual, hearing, motor or learning disabilities) requires certain 
types of adaptations in the design of web content. Most of the time, these adaptations benefit nearly  
everyone, not just people with disabilities. Almost everyone benefits from helpful illustrations, properly-
organized content, and clear navigation. Similarly, while captions are a necessity for deaf users, they can be 
helpful to others, including anyone who views a video without audio. Before anyone can make their web site 
accessible, they must understand accessibility, be committed to ensuring accessibility, learn how to  
implement accessibility, and understand their legal obligations. 
 
The Joint Economic Development Initiative (JEDI) and UNB Libraries in collaboration with LDANB will be 
hosting a two-day workshop on Web accessibility at the Wu Conference Centre, UNB on June 2-3 to provide 
web designers and web developers the training and skills necessary to make their websites more accessible 
to individuals with a disability. For more information on this workshop, please contact LDANB by email at: 
admin@ldanb-taanb.ca or by phone at: (506) 459-7852. 
 

Source: http://webaim.org/intro/  
 

http://webaim.org/intro/
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“On December 

10th, 2014, André 

and I were pleased 

to provide a 

submission to the 

Financial Literacy 

Leader of Canada 

representing the 

needs of individuals 

with LD.” 

Shelley Clayton 

President, LDANB 

President’s Message 

The fall term ended with a farewell luncheon for Mr. Seaver Stafford  

combined with a welcome to LDANB luncheon for the new Education Officer, 

Mrs. Natalie Bowley.  

Mrs. Bowley has been working diligently on the establishment of the Barton 

Reading & Spelling System soliciting tutors, clients, training and photocopying 

the material requirements. LDANB/TAANB has successfully located classroom 

space at both UNB and STU to bring this program to fruition in the spring of 

2015. I will continue to meet with Mrs. Bowley to develop a storyline on the 

Barton System for the LDANB/TAANB video. Stay tuned for more information 

on this project as it is still in the early stages of development.  

Mr. André Deschênes, Ms. Fabienne McKay and I met with Minister Rouselle, 

Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development and Attorney General 

on January 7, 2015. LDANB/TAANB Executive Director presented a well-

developed request for funding of 2015 Symposium entitled: “Literacy,  

Learning Disabilities and Cognitive Strategies: Facilitating the Learning Pro-

cess for All”. We also had the opportunity to share ideas on financial  

collaboration initiatives with EECD. André, Fabie and I were extremely 

pleased with the positive responses received both at the December meeting 

and to date.  

On December 10, 2014 André and I were pleased to provide a submission to 

the Financial Literacy Leader of Canada representing the needs of individuals 

with LDs.  

The fall and winter terms were fast-paced and furious with LDANB and my 

apologies in advance for not keeping members as informed as I should. Due 

to my workload demands, it makes it impossible to reach out to you on a  

regular basis. I sincerely invite you to contact me anytime you wish to speak 

on a LDANB issue.  

 

Warm regards,  

 

Shelley Clayton  

President, LDANB-TAANB  



President’s Message 
Disability Awareness Week 2015   

Independence Through Employment 

May 31 to June 6, 2015   
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Disability Awareness Week (DAW) continues the tradition of National Access Awareness Week first  

established in 1988 to promote better community access for people with disabilities.  This campaign  

happened in response to a request from Rick Hansen following his Man in Motion World Tour. For ten 

years, a national committee coordinated planning for the Week in communities all over Canada. In 1998, 

a decision was made in New Brunswick to continue celebrating an annual awareness week but with a 

new name to ensure that all issues related to persons with a disability could be promoted. 2015 marks 

the 28th consecutive annual Disability Awareness Week in New Brunswick. 

Activities for Disability Awareness Week are coordinated at the provincial level by the 

Premier's Council on the Status of Disabled Persons supported by a provincial Executive 

Committee. Local groups will also organize community projects across the province.  

Disability Awareness Week covers all types of disabilities and all age groups in  

partnerships with any interested supporters.  (Retrieved from: http://www2.gnb.ca/content/

gnb/en/departments/pcsdp/promos/)daw2015.html) 

           Upcoming Disability Awareness Week Events 

“2015 marks the 

28th consecutive 

annual Disability 

Awareness Week 

in New Brunswick” 

What is Disability Awareness Week? 

 May 30th - Provincial DAW Kickoff hosted by the Grand Falls Association for Community Living. Free 

events at the Marina, Grand Falls will include musical entertainment, BBQ, games, and various kiosks.  

 June 2, 2015  28th Annual Legislative Breakfast—Crowne Plaza Fredericton - For More information, 

visit: www.gnb.ca/council or email the Premier’s Council on the Status of Disabled Persons at 

pscdp@gnb.ca 

 June 2-3, 2015 Web Accessibility Workshop hosted by the Joint Economic Development Initiative 

and UNB Libraries at the Wu Conference Centre. For more information see page 2 or contact LDANB 

at admin@ldanb-taanb.ca or by phone at (506) 459-7852. 
 June 5, 2015 PCSDP will be hosting a Walk and Roll Challenge in Fredericton. Other walk and roll 

events will be held throughout New Brunswick. Visit www.gnb.ca/council for local walk and roll events.  

Awards and Contests 

 Provincial Awards & the Hon. Andy Scott Award recognize individuals, organizations and/or  

municipalities who have made a significant contribution to the lives of person with disabilities.   

 Other contests include the Inclusive Employer CLUE Contest and the ‘What does inclusion mean 

to you’ contest. For more details visit: www.gnb.ca/council. 

 For a complete list of events or for more information on Disabilities  

Awareness Week, please visit www.gnb.ca/council. 
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“The biggest 

change this Spring 

has been the 

successful launch 

of the Barton 

Reading & Spelling  

System, a new 

literacy Service 

available in 

Fredericton.” 

Education Officer’s Message 
With the arrival of Spring come many exciting new projects for LDANB that we 

are very happy to be able to share with you. The biggest change this Spring has 

been the successful launch of the Barton Reading and Spelling System, a new 

literacy service available in Fredericton. This program involves specialized one-

on-one training provided twice a week by qualified tutors. The individual  

attention ensures that each student learns at their own pace and based on their 

specific learning needs. The program is offered at minimal cost to school-aged 

children and adults who have reading difficulties or learning disabilities. We are 

very thankful to have received financial support from the Literacy Coalition of 

New Brunswick through PGI Funding to be able to offer subsidies for low-

income families to participate in the program. This will be an ongoing service 

and we anticipate that the number of students registered will increase greatly as 

word gets out about the success of the students who are currently participating 

in the program.  

 

For the past few weeks, André and I have been very busy at head office getting 

ready to offer training for the newly revised Screening for Success Instrument 

made possible with the help of the Learning Disabilities Association of Canada 

(LDAC) and several Learning Disability specialists. We encourage anyone who 

has previously received Screening for Success training to contact us to register 

for a refresher course in order to be familiar with the revised instrument. 

 

This Spring and Summer, our workload will remain steady with several exciting 

events on the horizon that are approaching fast. The first event will be a Web 

Accessibility Workshop which will take place at the Wu Conference Centre, UNB 

on June 2-3, 2015. This event is being hosted by the Joint Economic  

Development Initiative and UNB Libraries in collaboration with LDANB and the 

Department of Post-Secondary Education, Training and Labour. This workshop 

aims to provide web developers the training and skills necessary to create  

websites that are accessible to individuals who have a physical, intellectual or 

learning disability. The second upcoming event is the 2015 Atlantic Symposium 

on Learning Disabilities hosted by LDANB which will take place at the Wu  

Conference Centre on October 30, 2015. The theme this year will be : Literacy, 

Learning Disabilities and Cognitive Strategies: Facilitating the Learning Process 

for All.  

 

For details of our upcoming events and news on LDANB and LDs, be sure to 

visit our website, check out our Facebook page or follow us on Twitter. Cheers 

to your good health and to a happy Spring! 

 

Natalie Bowley 

Education Officer, TAANB 

Natalie Bowley 

Education Officer 

LDANB 
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LDANB is a bilingual, registered charitable organization that has been in operation for over 45 years 

with a volunteer Board of Directors. Its mission is to promote the understanding of learning disabilities 

and the recognition of the potential of persons with learning disabilities to lead full, meaningful and suc-

cessful lives. The LDANB head office is located in Fredericton (506) 459-7852 with active chapters in 

Moncton: (506) 383-5077 and Saint-John: (506)642-4956.  

Membership to LDANB Inc. ($25) is open to all who are interested in the welfare of children, 

youth and adults with learning disabilities. For more information, please call us at  

(506) 459-7852 or visit our website: www.ldanb-taanb.ca.  

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

 
403 Regent street, Suite 203 

Fredericton, NB E3B 3X6 
Telephone: (506) 459-7852 

Website: www.ldanb-taanb.ca 
Email: admin@ldanb-taanb.ca 

Centre for Equitable Library Access (CELA) offers free online service to 

open world of reading for people with print disabilities 
The joy of reading is now accessible for people with print disabilities through your local public library.  In 

2014, Canadian public libraries established CELA to champion a national effort to enrich the reading  

experience for persons who cannot easily read standard print. What does this mean for you or a friend 

who has a severe reading disability?  Hours of reading enjoyment from a vast collection of accessible 

books, movies, best-selling novels and non-fiction.  Get instant access to more than 300,000 titles,  

including Globe & Mail bestsellers, popular books by acclaimed Canadian authors as well as classics,  

poetry, periodicals, and children’s literature.  

 

Choose an accessible format right for you, including audio and e-text. Your local public library also offers 

access to Bookshare, an online nonprofit library of copyrighted content. The accessible ebooks are read 

with computers, tablets or smartphones. Visit your public library and ask about CELA and Bookshare 

(www.celalibrary.ca). 

Become a member of LDANB 
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http://celalibrary.ca/iguana/www.main.cls?surl=CELA-Bookshare&p=47291264-d2a0-4cc5-8aee-a4095ec1cd74&v=b69fcd63-d15d-47a9-a236-35f1bf8981ab&language=eng
http://www.celalibrary.ca

