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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 2016 Atlantic Symposium on 

Learning Disabilities : Friday, 

April 22, 2016 at the Wu  

Conference Centre 

 2016 PGI Literacy Dinner : 

April 11, 2016 (see p. 10) 

 Disability Awareness Week: 

May 29 - June 4, 2016 

Learning Disabilities Association of New Brunswick 

Troubles d’apprentissage association du Nouveau Brunswick 

LDANB-TAANB 

Reflexions 

Literacy, Learning Disabilities &  
Cognitive Strategies:  

Facilitating the learning process for all 

 

 
On April 22nd 2016 and in collaboration with EECD, LDANB will be hosting the 2016  

Biennial Atlantic Symposium on Learning Disabilities at the Wu Conference Centre in 

Fredericton (UNB Campus). I encourage you to turn to page 4 for complete program 

information on this full day of learning and sharing with teachers and school specialists, 

post-secondary practitioners, academics, psychologists, managers and parents.  

 

LDANB is excited to welcome honored Keynote Speaker, Kristen Jacobson, MS CCC-SLP, 

the Co-Director at the Cognitive Connections Executive Function Practice located in  

Concord, MA. The topic will be: “Supporting Students with Executive Function Issues”.  

 

LDANB is again offering this full day symposium for the minimal registration fee of 

$100.00. The registration fee includes free parking, snacks, refreshments, a hot meal, a 

quality portfolio and a one-year membership to LDANB. Please note that we are already 

close to 90% full with a maximum number of 180 registrations accepted.  

 

2016 Atlantic Symposium on Learning Disabilities 

   Register Online at : http://ldanb-taanb.ca/2016-symposium  

 
                For more information, please contact LDANB-TAANB   
 
       admin@ldanb-taanb.ca  

       1-506-459-7852 

        www.ldanb-taanb.ca 

http://ldanb-taanb.ca/2016-symposium/
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“As such, I must say that 

now seems busier than 

ever with larger service 

initiatives, larger 

education based 

initiatives and still new 

proposals for fiscal  

2016-2017.”.  

André Deschênes 

Executive Director 

LDANB-TAANB 

Greetings from the Executive Director 
 

I’ve always been a firm believer that if something is worth doing, it’s worth doing 
right. I also believe that this is the collective mindset at LDANB and what has kept 
this organisation growing in significance over the last many years. As such, I must 
say that now seems busier than ever with larger service initiatives, larger  
education based initiatives and still new proposals for fiscal 2016-2017. In this 
message I will limit my overview of LDANB activities to the Big Three…plus Two. 

 

1) Screening for Success (SFS): 
 
The SFS instrument is generally administered by student services specialists to 
screen adults at risk for Learning disabilities. In 2015-2016, LDANB delivered 16 
Screening for Success (SFS) training sessions throughout the province of New 
Brunswick in order to certify Post-secondary Education Training and Labour (PETL) 
specialists, Social Development (SD) specialists and PETL Employment Assistance 
Service (EAS) providers in the administration of this instrument. All sessions were 
between two and two and half days in length, all received very good reviews and 
culminated in over 200 post-secondary practitioners being certified. LDANB plans 
to continue to offer this service as well as other types of sessions on Learning  
Disabilities. 
  

2) PETL-SPECIFIC PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL ASSSESSMENTS:   
 

In 2015, LDANB undertook an initiative specifically aimed at establishing common 
standards for the psychoeducational assessment of PETL case-managed clients  
at-risk for Learning Disabilities. LDANB proposed to achieve this through a focused 
approach; effectively addressing the five most challenging issues currently  
associated with PETL-specific psychoeducational assessments. More specifically, in 
collaboration with the Learning Disabilities Association of Canada (LDAC), selected 
experienced NB licensed psychologists, PETL specialists and with representation 
from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (EECD), 
LDANB has been working diligently to help establish clear, consistent and uniform 
diagnostic criteria, diagnostic measures and a reporting format to be adopted by 
all psychologists contracted by PETL to perform psychoeducational assessments.  

As part of this initiative LDANB is also helping to establish the method by which 
contracted psychologists handle PETL client career plans and is helping to develop 
the framework for the timely management of psychoeducational assessments. In 
order to help collect the data required to complete this work, LDANB is currently 
managing over 200 psychoeducational assessment requests. This work has been 
very challenging but also very rewarding especially that both psychologists and 
PETL case managers recognize the need for change with an active management 
approach that is evidence based and client focused. An overview of the results of 
this initiative will be presented by LDANB, PETL and EECD as part of a focus group 
session at the LDANB Atlantic Symposium on Learning Disabilities.  
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3) Atlantic Symposium on Learning Disabilities:  
 
On April 22nd 2016 and in collaboration with EECD, LDANB will be hosting the 2016 Biennial Atlantic  
Symposium on Learning Disabilities at the Wu Conference Centre in Fredericton (UNB Campus). The 
theme for this bilingual symposium is "Literacy, Learning Disabilities and Cognitive Strategies: Facilitating 
the Learning Process for All”. 
 

I encourage you to go to our website at LDANB-TAANB.ca to get an overview of the program for this full 
day of learning and sharing with teachers and school specialists, post-secondary practitioners,  
academics, psychologists, managers and parents. LDANB is again offering this full day symposium for the 
minimal registration fee of $100.00. The registration fee includes free parking, snacks, refreshments, a 
hot meal, a quality portfolio and a one-year membership to LDANB. Please note that we are already close 
to 90% full with a maximum number of 180 registrations accepted.      
 

4) In collaboration with PETL, LDANB hopes to move ahead in 2016 with 2 new initiatives: first, the  
completion of the final version of the SFS instrument and manual and second, focusing on the next phase 
of the psychoeducational assessment initiative according to new and established assessment standards;  
 

5) In collaboration with EECD, LDANB hopes to move ahead in 2016 to help introduce the SFS instrument 
in high schools and to be administered by student services specialist (e.g. guidance counsellors). As many 
of you know, screening and documentation for high school students at-risk for learning disabilities is es-
sential and will facilitate their requests for diagnosis and specialized student services as they transition 
into post-secondary institutions. LDANB also plans to move ahead in 2016 with the Barton Specialised 
Literacy Service in select schools and to be offered within the school day. The specifics of that initiative I 
will leave to our Education Officer, Natalie Bowley.   
 

For all those out there lucky enough to have a March break ENJOY! And for those who are not, at least 
this has been one mild winter…and Spring is in the air, ENJOY! 

     

Hope to see you at the Symposium! 

André Deschênes, Executive Director  

In 2015-2016, over 200 PETL specialists  

became certified in the administration of the 

revised SFS  instrument.  

 

From left to right: Felecia Cullins, Ashley 

Roy, Natalie Gould-Clowater, Tasha Baker. 
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A nonverbal learning disorder, otherwise known as nonverbal learning disability (NLD or NVLD), is char-

acterized by verbal strengths as well as visual-spatial, motor and social skills deficits. People with this 

disorder may not perceive nonverbal cues such as facial expression or tone of voice. Challenges with 

certain aspects of  mathematics and handwriting are typical. 

Children with NVLD tend to talk a lot, but they don’t always share in a socially appropriate way. Or they 

might not relay the most important information. They often miss social cues, so making and keeping 

friends is a big challenge. There can also be misunderstandings with teachers, parents and other adults. 

Unlike students with language-based learning disabilities like dyslexia, students with NVLD have trouble 

understanding communication that isn’t verbal. That includes body language, tone of voice and facial 

expressions.  

 

Individuals with NVLD have good language skills, but they have trouble sorting through information and 

understanding bigger concepts. They may not have issues with written or spoken language. But they 

may think in literal terms and miss subtle, nonverbal cues. It’s also important to know that NVLD is not 

the same as Asperger’s syndrome or autism, though each can affect social skills and social interaction.  

Common strengths of Individuals with NVLD are: 

 average to above average intelligence 

 high verbal scores 

 early language development 

 strong ability to remember and repeat spoken  

information 

Some common difficulties are: 

 social skills 

 balance, coordination and handwriting,  

 understanding cause and effect, 

 visualizing information, activity level (high when young; low when older). 

Focus on Ability :  

Nonverbal Learning Disability (NVLD) 

javascript:void(0);
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/nonverbal-learning-disabilities/5-confusing-signs-of-nonverbal-learning-disabilities
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/social-skills-issues/why-does-my-child-have-trouble-reading-body-language
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/nonverbal-learning-disabilities/difference-between-nonverbal-learning-disabilities-and-aspergers-syndrome
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“Despite the 

advertising for the 

Barton tutoring service 

happening mostly 

through networking 

and word-of-mouth, 

interest in the Barton 

program is growing and 

enrollment has already 

tripled since the launch 

in March 2015!”  

Education Officer’s Message 

Natalie Bowley 

Education Officer 

LDANB 

No wind nor rain, no sleet nor snow will detract LDANB from its mission! This winter, we 

have been very busy expanding our specialized literacy service, the Barton Reading & 

Spelling System, in both Fredericton and Stanley. This expansion of our services was 

made possible through generous grants from two of our sponsors, the Fredericton  

Community Foundation and the Inclusion Network of Central New Brunswick (see pages 4 

& 5 for full details!). In light of this expansion, we have hired and trained a total of 17 

new Barton tutors since September 2015 and have brought this excellent one-on-one 

tutoring service to 26 new students for the 2015-2016 school year! Even more exciting is 

the positive feedback that we have been receiving from tutors, students and parents 

about the Barton program. Some parents have noticed a renewed love of reading in their 

child and have seen some improvement in their child’s reading skills and just as  

importantly, in their level of confidence! We are looking forward to continuing to expand 

our reach and to bring this specialized literacy service to both adults and children alike 

who are struggling with reading, writing and spelling due to reading difficulties or reading 

disabilities.  

Staff at LDANB’s central office has also been very busy preparing to welcome literacy  

experts and stakeholders, community members and parents as honored guest speakers 

and participants to our Biennial Atlantic Symposium on Learning Disabilities. The theme 

this year will be: “Literacy, Learning Disabilities and Cognitive Strategies: Facilitating the 

Learning Process for All”. Seats are filling up very fast for this full day of learning and  

information-sharing, so if you have not already registered, please visit:  

 http://ldanb-taanb.ca/2016-symposium/ to register online or email us at:  

 admin@ldanb-taanb.ca to request a copy of the registration form.    

With several new initiatives in the works for 2016, LDANB is looking forward to the many 

accomplishments and new challenges that await us. As our mild winter quickly turns into 

spring, I wish you all the best and hope to see you all at our Symposium on April 22, 2016.  

 

 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Natalie Bowley 

 Education Officer, LDANB 

 

 

http://ldanb-taanb.ca/2016-symposium/
mailto:admin@ldanb-taanb.ca
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On Tuesday, March 9, 2016, the Education Officer for LDANB, 

Natalie Bowley, participated in a volunteer fair at St Thomas 

University on behalf of LDANB. This was a very rewarding  

experience that allowed us to not only recruit some excellent  

volunteers, but also to network with other local community 

groups and local students.    

     

 

 

Literacy Fundraiser - Larry's Gulch Raffle Tickets 

Support Literacy and Enter to Win a Weekend  

for Two at Larry’s Gulch!   
. 

. 
The Literacy Coalition of New Brunswick is selling raffle tickets for a weekend for two 

(one rod) at Larry’s Gulch on the Restigouche River. The prize is to be used the  

weekend of June 8.9.and 10th 2016 and includes food, accommodations, fishing gear, 

canoe, guide and a $100 gas card. Tickets are $10. Prize Value: $2,500. Draw: April 11 

at the PGI Literacy Dinner. Call 1-800-563-2211 for tickets.  

 

More information at http://www.nb.literacy.ca/raffle-prize-larrys-gulch/ 

http://www.nb.literacy.ca/raffle-prize-larrys-gulch/
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 Our sincere thanks to the Fredericton  

Community Foundation! 

 

 

On Thursday, December 10, 2016,  

Joanne Thomson (left), Grantmaking 

Chair of the Fredericton Community 

Foundation presents a cheque to Natalie  

Bowley (right), Education officer of 

LDANB in the amount of $2,560 for the 

Barton program. 

 

LDANB would like to sincerely thank the Fredericton Community Foundation for their generous  

contribution of $2,560 for the Barton Reading & Spelling Program. This grant will allow for the  

purchase of levels 6 and 7 of this specialized literacy program that is currently being offered in  

Fredericton twice per week to children and adults who are struggling with reading and writing due to 

reading difficulties or reading disabilities.  

The Fredericton Community Foundation kindly invited us to their holiday open house event on  

December 10, 2015 to present LDANB with the cheque. We were very pleased to have the  

opportunity to meet with the staff and Board members of this wonderful community organization, 

as well as the other proud grant recipients.  

Once again, we would like to sincerely thank the Fredericton Community Foundation for their  

generous grant and rest assured that these funds will be put to very good use and are supporting a 

very good cause.  
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Ray Dillon (right) from the Inclusion Network of  

Central New Brunswick presents a cheque in the amount 

of $19, 744.50 to Natalie Bowley (left),  

Education Officer of LDANB for their Barton program.   

Our sincere thanks to the Inclusion Network of  

Central New Brunswick and the Economic & Social  

Inclusion Network! 
When LDANB heard about the Impact Grants offered by the Economic and Social Inclusion Corporation, 

we saw this as an excellent opportunity to collaborate with Anglophone School District West and Stanley 

School to bring the Barton Program to a community in need. Thanks to this wonderful partnership and to 

this generous funding from the Economic and Social Inclusion Corporation through the Inclusion Network 

of Central New Brunswick, we have been able to offer the Barton Program to 16 elementary and middle 

school students from Stanley that are struggling with reading and writing due to reading difficulties or 

reading disabilities. The Barton program will be offered within the Stanley School during regular class 

time. This will thereby eliminate issues of transportation or childcare that very often create barriers for 

parents seeking services for their children, especially in rural areas. 

The results that we anticipate will be the improvement of the participants’ reading level, grapho-

phonemic decoding skills and spelling skills. The students’ progress will be monitored through pre and 

post testing that will be conducted by the Methods and Resource teachers at the school and through 

communication with the students’ classroom teacher.  

This partnership has also created some part-time employment opportunities for the small community of 

Stanley as Barton tutors. LDANB provides all the necessary  

materials and training to prepare the Barton tutors. Already, the 

exceptional tutors that we have hired in Stanley have proven 

themselves to be very approachable, reliable, patient and pas-

sionate about learning and literacy. We are very happy to have 

them on our team to offer this very important service to the 

youth of Stanley.  

LDANB would like to extend its very sincere thanks to the  

Economic and Social Inclusion Network and the Inclusion Network 

of Central New Brunswick for their generous contribution to this 

program. We would also like to sincerely thank Stanley School and 

Anglophone School District West for this excellent partnership. 
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Mark your calendars! 
 

On April 11, supporters of literacy will gather in Fredericton to honour Mr. 
Robert Irving, our 2016 literacy champion. 
 

The Peter Gzowski Invitational (PGI) events for literacy are major fundraising 
events held in every province and territory. 
 

The Literacy Coalition of New Brunswick has raised more than $1.6 million dol-
lars for literacy since the inception of PGI in NB in 2002. Funds raised through 
the event go directly to youth, adult and family literacy programs around the 
province, including support for our schools, libraries and community groups. 
 

Join us as we present Mr. Irving with the Champion of Literacy Award and cel-
ebrate the ways in which he is working to raise literacy scores in the province 
and build a strong foundation for future success in New Brunswick. 
 

Event tickets are $150 individually, or $1,200 for a table of eight. Purchase 
yours now by contacting our Acting Executive Director Lynda Homer at 506-
457-1227, or e-mail Lynda at lcnb@nbliteracy.ca with the subject line “Ticket 
Request – PGI Dinner” 

 

 
  
 Learn more about our 2016 literacy 
 champion, Mr. Robert Irving, and 
 the ways in which he has long  
 supported literacy initiatives in 
 our press release. 

2016 PGI Literacy Dinner 

Monday, April 11, 2016 

Reception 6p.m. 

Dinner 6:45p.m. 

Delta Fredericton Ballroom 

mailto:lcnb@nbliteracy.ca
http://www.nbliteracy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PGI-News-Release-Final.pdf
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http://www.opendyslexic.org


 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

 
403 Regent street, Suite 203 

Fredericton, NB E3B 3X6 
Telephone: (506) 459-7852 

Website: www.ldanb-taanb.ca 
Email: admin@ldanb-taanb.ca 
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The right to learn, the power to achieve 

LDANB  is a bilingual, registered charitable organization and has been in operation for over 45 years with 

a volunteer Board of Directors. Its mission is to promote the understanding of learning disabilities and 

the recognition of the potential of persons with learning disabilities to lead full, meaningful and  

successful lives. The LDANB head office is in Fredericton (459-7852) with active chapters in both  

Moncton (383-5077) and Saint-John (642-4956).  

 

Membership to LDANB Inc. ($25) is open to all who are interested in the welfare of children, youth and 

adults with learning disabilities. For more information, please call us at (506) 459-7852 or visit our 

website:  www.ldanb-taanb.ca 


